THE “KITAB AL-MIHAN?”,
A BOOK ON
MUSLIM MARTYROLOGY

By M. J. KisTER

E. G. Browne mentions in his Hand-list of Mupammadan MSS. of
the University of Cambridge (Cambridge, 1900), pp. 2656, no. 1277,
a manuscript marked Qq 235 named Kitdh al-Mipan. In his
description Browne provides us with the details of the MS.: it
contains 180 folios of 204 X 14-7 cm, and 17 lines on every page.
It is written in fine bold #askhb, fairly ancient, and is not dated. It
is divided into five parts. The incipit recorded by Browne runs
as follows:
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and the colophon is recorded as follows:
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The owner of the MS. in the tenth century of the Aijjra wrote
on the title page:
oles”
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This is however misleading: Abd Ja‘far al-Qarawi (not al-
Farawi) is not the author of the book; he is merely the rawi, the
transmitter. The author of the book is Aba 1-*Arab Muhammad
b. Ahmad b. Tamim b. Tammim b. Tamim al-Tamimi (d. 333/
944~-5)." Al-Qadi ‘Iyad mentions explicitly this compilation of
Abt 1-‘Arab;2 he records as well that the author’s son Aba

! See on him Sezgin, G.A.S. 1, 3567, The K. a/-Mipan is not listed by
Sezgin.

2 Al-Qadi ‘Iyad, Tartib al-madirik wa-taqrib al-masilik li-ma‘rifat a'lam
madbbab Malik, ed. Ahmad Bakir Mahmid (Beirut-Taribulus, Libya,
1388/1968), 11, 335, 1. 6.
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Ja‘far Tamim transmitted his books.! The compilation is listed
in Ibn Abi Khayr’s Fibrist,2 and it is clearly recorded that the
book was transmitted by Abi I-“Arab’s son Abi Ja‘far Tamim
b. Muhammad.3 In the manuscript itself the authorship of Abu
1-‘Arab is fully attested in almost every zsndd.+

The full title of the book is given in fols. 744 ult.—754,
. 1-3:

orm Ll bl s S e 5,5 39 RE VS| ol o= W e3al
r’h)\?‘a‘._, ['-P'jb-“‘t-’ oW clade O U 49 S (39 O.’L’L—“ o )r.'))
o e r"'f""'L‘)‘-"\""‘“o’J'“ d'u_,JU

A passage from the Kitib al-Mipan is quoted by al-Qadi ‘Iyad.s
Some passages in al-Qadi ‘Iyad’s compilation bear close re-
semblance with the reports recorded in the K. a/~-Mihan, although
‘Iyad does not mention that they are derived from this com-
pilation.?

The traditions recorded by Aba l-‘Arab are provided with
isnads. Some of the accounts can, according to the Zswads, be
traced to very early sources: many traditions about the battle of
the Harra are quoted from Wiqidi’s Ki#éb al-Harra; the lengthy
list of those killed in the battle of the Harra8 is traced back to
al-Wiqidi (d. 207/822-3), who states that he copied it from a
compilation of Ibrihim b. Isma‘il b. Abi Habiba (d. 165/781-2),°
entitled Tasmiyat man qutila bi-l-harra; Ibraihim remarked that he

1 Ibid. p. 336, ll. 12—-13.

z Ed. F. Codera and J. Ribera y Tarrago (Madrid, repr. Baghdad, 1963),
p- 30I.

3 Ibid. p. 301, and see p. 297; Abii 1-‘Arab’s Mandgib Sapnin was trans-
mitted by his son Aba Ja‘far Tamim.

+ See e.g. fol. 1b: (§a,ll] @1 daal oy demes oy ouad Shna ol Hua
Waa B oradl poad op deal o e alll aesy oF Ba 2 6 [in text

5 The headline of the section aUf aeay sl o jee ] W o Jrupeon

seems to have been erroneously inserted into the passage of the title of the
chapter.

6 Tartib al-madirik 1, 371: guss 58 el QLS 3 gl daal J6
e oo gl . See MS. fol. 170b. T

7 See e.g. Tartib al-madirik, 1, 388 = MS. al-Mipan, fols. 1626-1634-b;
Tartib 11, 610 = MS. al-Mipan, fol. 172a-b.

8 Al-Mipan, fols. 58a—65a.

9 See on him Ibn Hajar, Tabdhib al-tahdhib, 1, 104, no. 180.
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derived it from the compilation of his teacher Diwidd b. al-
Husayn (d. 135/752-3),! a mauli of the family of ‘Uthmin b.
‘Affan.2 This is apparently one of the very early compilations in
Islam.

Some reports refer to the family of Abi 1-‘Arab. Significant is
a short passage in which Aba 1-‘Arab gives a concise report of
the execution of his brother, Abd 1-‘Abbas Muhammad.3

The compilation of Abi I-‘Arab belongs to the genre of
Magatil literature. The first work of this kind seems to have been
the Magqatil al-fursin of Abt ‘Ubayda (d. 211/826-7).4 This book
was followed by Muhammad b. Habib’s (d. 245/859-60) > Asma’
al-mughtalin min al-ashraf fi I-]abiliyyati wa-I-Islims and al-Qali’s
(d. 356/967) Magatil al-fursin.

Shi‘i compilations dealt with persecutions and martyrology of
the imams. Abi ‘Abdallah Muhammad b. ‘Al al-‘Alawi al-
Hashimi (d. 287/900) wrote a Magatil al-Talibiyyin.6 Abu 1-Faraj
al-Isfahini (d. 356/967) compiled a book with the same title.”
In the middle of the fourth century of the 4ijra, a Shi‘l author
Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Safwini wrote a book entitled Kizdb
mipan al al-rasél wa-dhikr iban a‘di’ihim.® In the same period
another Shi‘i scholar Ahmad b. Ibrihim al-*‘Ammi compiled his
Kitab mipan al-anbiya® wa-l-ausiya’ wa-l-anliya®.®

The extent of Ab I-“Arab’s compilation can be gauged from
the headings of the sections which are recorded on the following
lines.

t See on him Ibn Hajar, Tabdbib al-tabdbib, 111, 181, no. 345.

2 _A/-Mipan, fol. 58a, inf.

3 Al-Mipan, fol. 103b: :» deaa] o e lnl U0 RCOPYPRY h,J)..-_H_,_gI Ji
B cntid §odmy amdd Ll g&_,a.m?i#%éfgj?léﬁl

Wl demy ibey oiledy el

4 See on this compilation ‘Abd al-Salam Haran, Nawddir al-makhtitar
(Cairo, 1374/1954), 11, 107, 347, no. 112; and see quotations from Abi
“‘Ubayda’s Magatil al-fursinin Mughultay’s al-Zabr al-basim fi sirat Abi -Qasim,
MS. Leiden, Or. 370, fols. s1a-b, 534, 985, 2104, 2164, 2684, 321b.

5 See ‘Abd al-Salam Hiran, op. cit. 11, 107.

6 See Sezgin, op. ¢it. 1, 322.

7 See Sezgin, ap. ¢it. 1, 382.

8 See Ibn Nadim, a/-Fibrist, ed. Rida Tajaddud al-Mazandarini (Tehran,
1391/1971), p. 247, l. 9. The title recorded as Kitab subbat dl al-rasil wa-dhikr
is, of course, erroneous. Ibn Shahrashiib mentions the book, quoting from it
(Managib al Abi Talib, al-Najaf 1376/1956, 1, 205, 309) as Kitgh al-ipan
wa-i-miban.

9 Ibn al-Nadim, op. ¢it. p. 247.
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Fols. 15~54 have no headline. The recorded traditions and reports
stress the virtue of perseverance in suffering. Prophets and pious men
suffer more than common people. The Muslim community will be
afflicted by strifes, disunity, religious factions, internal fights and
killings, which will however purify them so that they will reach the
next world without sins.

Fols. 54 inf.—13 2: dhikru maqtali ‘umara bni I-khattibi rahimahu llzhu
wa-kayfa usiba.

134-194: dhikru maqtali ‘uthmina bni ‘affana rahimahu llahu wa-ma
ruwiya f1 dhilika.

196-24b: dhikru qatli ‘aliyyi bni abi talibin radiya llzhu ‘anhu.

24b-314: dhikru qatli talhata wa-l-zubayri wa-‘ammari bni yasir.

314-364: dhikru qatla yaumi l-jamal.

36b—374: wa-mimman qutila yauma l-jamali wa-fi gharati khayli
mu‘awiya.

374~39b: dhikru maqtali hujri bni ‘adiyyin wa-man ma‘ahu min
ashabihi.

39b—414: dhikru qatli ‘abdi 1lihi bni khabbabi bni l-aratti wa-l-
harithi bni murra,

41a-424: dhikru qatli ‘amri bni l-hamiq.

41a—b: wa-mimman qatalahu l-khawariju l-harariyyatu wa-ghayru-
hum,

42b-43 a: dhikru qatli tarmalata wa-bnay bni qaysi bni akhi ‘alqamata
bni qaysin wa-‘ubadata bni qurs.

43b-45b: dhikru maqtali l-husayni bni ‘aliyyin radiya llihu ‘an-
hu.

45b-50b: tasmiyatu man qutila minhum yauma’idhin rahimahumu
llahu.

sob-s1a: dhikru qatli ‘umayri bni hani I-‘absiyyi wa-hamdina
mu’adhdhini ‘aliyyi bni abi talib.

s14-565: dhikru man qutila min al-sahibati wa-I-tabi‘ina wa-
wujihi l-ndsi yauma l-harra.

565—57a: dhikru maqtali ma‘qili bni sindnin al-ashja‘.

574—584: dhikru ‘iddati man usiba yauma l-harrati wa-fada’ilihim
rahimahumu llzhu.

584-654: tasmiyatu man qutila bi-l-harrati min qurayshin wa-l-
angiri wa-ghayrihim. (This chapter contains a long list of the
members of the clans of Quraysh and the Ansari tribal units
killed on the Day of the Harra.)

65a: dhikru ma hamma bihi l-hajjaju min qatli I-hasani l-basti.

65a—70b: dhikru magqtali ‘abdi 1lahi bni I-zubayri wa-man qutila fi
harbihi min ashrafi l-nasi wa-wujthihim.

70b—724: dhikru qatli “umara bni sa‘di bni abi waqqasin wa-dhikru
qatli I-mukhtiri bni abi ‘ubayd.
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Fol. 724-b: dhikru man qutila yaum marji rzhitin mithli l-dahhaki bni

qaysin wa-ghayrihi.

726-734: dhikru qatli sulaymina bni suradin wa-l-musayyabi bni
nujba.r

734—b: dhikru man qatalahu l-hajjaju mimman kharaja ma‘a bni
ash‘ath.

73 b~744: dhikru man qutila yauma l-jamajimi min ahli 1-ilmi mithli
bni abi layla wa-ghayrihi.

745 ult.—775: dhikru sababi qatli ‘abdi llzhi bai “umara bni 1-khattab.z

776-78a: fa-amma sababu qatli kumayli bni ziyadin al-nakha‘i.

78a—b: dhikru qatli mihina bni abi salihin wa-salbihi.

785-884: dhikru qatli sa‘idi bni jubayrin rahimahu lahu.

884-894: dhikru qatli abi firasi bni ‘abdi llahi bni ghalib.

894-b: dhikru qatli sulaymana bni rabi‘ata }-bahiliyyi wa-dhikru qatli
ghayrihi min jama‘ati ahli I-‘ilm.

89b—9oa: dhikru gatli ummi waraqgata bni naufal.

goa—b: dhikru qatli muhammadi bni ‘abdi 1lzhi bni husaynin wa-
husayni bni ‘aliyyi bni husayni bni “aliyyi bni abi talib.

gob: dhikru man qatalahu l-azariqatu wa-I-khawarij.

9ob—914: magqtalu silata bni ashyama wa-qurrata bni iyas.

914-b: dhikru ma mtuhina bihi shatiku bnu ‘abdi llzhi I-qadi.

914: dhikru qatli sumayyin, wi-sumayyun mauli abi bakr.

915-94b: dhikru man qutila bi-qudayd.

94b: dhikru qatli hafsi bni l-walidi wa-shurayhi bni hani® wa-
ghayrihi.

95 a~b: dhikru man suliba ba‘da l-qatl.

95 b ult.—964: wa-mimma ruwiya fiman suliba.

964-b: dhikru ma mtuhina bihi ‘abdu llahi bnu ‘abdi llahi bni ‘abdi
l-hakami wa-ikhwatuhu.

96 /-982: dhikru man suqiya l-samma min ashrafi l-nasi wa-ahli I-‘ilm.

984~b: qatlu silimi bni abi l-ja‘di wa-hudbata bni l-khashram.

994-1004: dhikru qatli I-mar’ati 1-balja’i wa-sabriha.

1004: dhikru qatli ishaqa bni l-ash‘ath.

1004-b: dhikru qatli ‘imrana bni ‘ammarin al-duba‘i.

100h-1014: dhikru sababi qatli bni dabi’in al-tamimi.

1014: qatlu ylinusa bni maysarata bni halbasin3 wa-wilidi abi
mishar.

1014 penult.—1024: qatlu rabi‘ata bni yazida wa-ghayrihi min ahli
1ilmi wa-l-khayr.

1024-1074: dhikru qatli ‘ugbata bni nafi‘in al-fihriyyi I-mustajab wa-
ghayrihi.

1074108 a: sababu darbi abi bakrata wa-shibli bni ma‘badin wa-‘abdi
11zhi bni 1-harith.

I In text dodel O

3 In text UM:L.

3 Of 4l . 2 See p. 211, 0. §.
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Fol. 1084-5: sababu darbi hashimi bni ‘utbata bni abl waqqis.

108 5-1094: dhikru ma nazala bi-abi sa‘idin al-khudri.

1094: dhikru darbi tamimin al-dari.

1094-1154: wa-ammi sa‘ldu bnu l-musayyibi fa-innahu duriba
marratayni ‘ala 1-bay‘a.

115 a—b: dhikru darbi muhammadi bni ‘amri bni 1-s.

115 5-1164: dhikru darbi ‘aliyyi bni ‘abdi llahi bni ‘abbas.

1164-117b: wa-ammi sababu darbi l-musayyabi bni nujbata I-
fazari.

1175-1184: dhikru darbi ‘abdi I-rahmani bni abi layla wa-wahbi bni
munabbih.

118-1194: dhikru sababi darbi muhammadi bni l-munkadir.

1194-1204: dhikru mi nazala bi-hasani bni husayni bni ‘aliyyi bni
abi talibin min al-hajjaj.

1204: dhikru darbi abi bakfi bni muhammadi bni ‘amri bni hazmin
qadi I-madina.

1204: dhikru mi nazala bi-abi bakrin ‘abdi llahi bni yazida bni
hurmuz.

1205-1214: dhikru darbi yahya bni abi kathirin wa-muhammadi bni
‘imrina bni talha.

1214-b: dhikru darbi qatadata bni di‘amata wa-nafyihi.

121 5-1254: dhikru darbi maliki bni anasin rahimahu l1zh.

1254~1264: dhikru [darbi] ‘abdi 1lahi bni ‘aun.

1264: dhikru mi mtuhina bihi ghalibu bnu ‘ubaydi llah.

1274: dhikru sababi darbi ‘atiyyata bni qays.

1274-b: dhikru ma mtuhina bihi ‘ata’u bnu abi rabah.

1275-1284: dhikru ma mtuhina bihi yahya bnu ya‘mar.

1284-b: dhikru habsi l-yamini wa-ibrihima l-taymiyyi wa-silihi bni
abi salih.

1285-1294: dhikru ma mtuhina bihi muhammadu bnu wasi‘in wa-
ibrahimu bnu adham.

1294-b: dhikru ma mtuhina bihi muhammadu bnu l-hanafiyya.

1295-1304: dhikru ma mtuhina bihi sa‘sa‘atu bnu siahan.

1304: dhikru ma mtuhina bihi ‘abdu llahi bou razin.

1304~1314: dhikru ma tuhuddida bihi abi@ hurayra.

1314-b: dhikru m3a mtuhina bihi muhammadu bnu maslamata
sahibu I-nabiyyi salla llahu ‘alayhi wa-sallam.

1315-1324: dhikru habsi fuqaha’i makkata lamma habasahum
khilidu l-qasri.

1324-b: dhikru sababi habsi jundabi bni zuhayrin al-azdiyyi, wa-
yuqalu lahu jundabu l-khayr.

1325-133b: dhikru m3 mtuhina bihi ‘umaru bnu ‘abdi 1-‘azizi min
al-walid.

133 b-1344: dhikru m3 mtuhina bihi abi dharr rahimahu llzh.

134a: dhikru habsi miisd bni talha.

1344-1354: dhikru mi mtuhina bihi tawiisu bnu kaysina l-yamani.
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Fol. 1354-b: dhikru darbi safwina bni sulaym.

135 b-1364: dhikru ma mtuhina bihi marwinu abd ‘is2 wa-ibrahimu
bnu l-walid.

1364: dhikru habsi ibrihima bni l-walidi bni ibrahima bni 1-walid;
dhikru mi mtuhina bihi riyahu bnu yazida l-lakhmi.

1365: dhikru habsi ‘amri bni l-zubayri bni 1-‘awwam.

1364~1374: dhikru mi mtuhina bihi aba muslimin al-khaulini
lamma ulqgiya fi l-nar.

137h: dhikru ma mtuhinat bihi maymiinatu wa-sulaymanu l-taymi.

137b-13842: dhikru darbi l-rajuli 1-‘irdqiyyi wa-darbi l-hasani bni
hani’i bni l-ash‘ath.

1384-1394: dhikru m3 mtuhina bihi ja‘faru bnu muhammadin
rahimahu lzh.

1394—b: dhikru sababi habsi jariri bni ‘abdi l-hamidi I-dabbi.

139 b-1404: dhikru ma mtuhina bihi qaysubnu ‘abbadin wa-abi turab.

140a-b: dhikru sababi darbi l-dahhaki bni ‘abdi llzhi bni ‘amri bni
hazm,

140b-141a: dhikru darbi abi ishiqa 1-fazari.

1414: dhikru darbi ‘aliyyi bni ziyadin al-iskandarani.

1414-b: dhikru darbi ‘uthmina bni ‘abdi llahi bni rafi‘.

1415-142b: (The heading of this section is erased and illegible.)

142 b-143 2+ dhikru darbi muhammadi bni sa‘idi bni Pmusayyibi wa-
bni ishaqa sahibi I-maghizi.

143 @~b: dhikru ma mtuhina bihi ‘abdu l-rahmani bnu abi nu‘aym.

143 b—144b: dhikru darbi abi maymiinata I-muhaddithi wa-ma nazala
bi-hutayta.

144b-145 a: dhikru darbi ‘abdi l-rabhmani bni ‘abdi lahi l-jumahiyyi
wa-thabitin al-bunini.

1454-1464: dhikru mi mtuhina fihi zaydu bnu l-hasani bni ‘aliyyin
radiya llahu ‘anhu.

14642-1484: dhikru mi mtuhina bihi ‘abdu llihi bnu hudhifata
l-sahmi.

148 /-1494: dhikru man hubisa bi-l-madinati min al-sahiba.

1494: dhikru ma mtuhina bihi mu‘awiyatu bnu qurrata wa-sababi
nafyihi wa-nafyi ghayrihi.

149a-b: dhikru sababi [habsi] abi sufyana bni harbin wa-taqyidihi.

149b-1504: dhikru habsi jabiri bni zaydin wa-taqyidihi.

1504: sababu darbi abi l-sawwari I-‘adawi.

1502 ult.—4; dhikru darbi ‘abbisi bni sahli bni sa‘d.

1505-1515: dhikru sababi habsi ibrahima l-taymi.

1514-153: dhikru ma mtuhina bihi sulaymanu bnu yasirin wa-‘abdu
l-rahmini bnu abi dhi’b.

153a~b: dhikru sababi darbi ibrahima l-nakha‘iyyi wa-khtifa’ihi min
al-hajj3j.

1535-1544: dhikru mi mtuhina bihi ab@i ‘ubaydata bnu ‘abdi lahi
bni mas‘Gdin min al-hajjaj.
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Fol. 1544-b: dhikru ma mtuhina bihi ‘iraku bnu malikin wa-abi qabil.
1540 ult.—1552: dhikru habsi talqi bni habibin wa-taubata l-‘anbari.
155a: dhikru darbi khilidi bni I-1ajldji wa-1-‘aliyyi bni abi l-zubayt.
155a-b: dhikru I-sha‘biyyi wa-abi l-sawwiri idh utiya bihima l-hajjaju

asirayni.

1562-b: dhikru m3 mtuhina bihi ‘abdu llzhi bnu ‘umara bni hafsi bni
‘asimi bni ‘umara bni l-khattabi radiya llahu ‘anhu.

156b-1574: dhikru hurGibi mujahidi bni jubayrin al-‘atakiyyi wa-
hilili bni khabbab.

1574-b: dhikru ma mtuhina bihi muhammadu bnu ‘ajlin.

1576-1584: dhikru sababi habsi ‘abdi llzhi bni idtisa wa-‘abdi
l-rahmiani bni mahdi.

1584: dhikru mi nazala bi-‘aliyyi bni mushir.

1584-b: dhikru darbi qabiisa bni abi zabyina wa-bni kisib.

1585—15942: dhikru khtifa’i 1-hasani wa-huribih.

1594: dhikru ma mtuhina bihi l-fadlu banu nazwin (?)

1594-b: dhikru sababi darbi ‘abdi llahi bni zaydi bni zabyan.

159b-1604: dhikru hishami bni ‘ammarin wa-darbi milikin lahu.

1604-1614: dhikru stikhfa’i sufyana l-thauriyyi wa-ma mtuhina bihi
l-hasanu bnu salih.

1614 ult.—%: dhikru mi mtuhina bihi min al-khaufi ‘abdu 113hi bnu
abi zakariyi wa-abi asidin wa-abi makhramata wa-sadaqatu bnu
yasar.

1624-b: dhikru habsi muhammadi bni sirina wa-man khatama
l-hajjaju ‘ala yadihi au ‘unuqihi.

162 b~163 b: dhikru sababi darbi I-bahliili bni rishid.

1644-b: dhikru sababi darbi fityini ‘abdi llahi bni I-samhi l-tujibi.

1645-1654: dhikru sababi darbi ‘abbasi bni l-walidi 1-farisiyyi 1-
muhaddithi wa-bni qadim.

1654-1664: dhikru man duriba fi I-qur’ini wa-mtuhina ‘ala dhalika
wa-sujina.

1664-1694: fa-amma darbu ahmada bni hanbalin rahimahu llahu.

1694-1704: wa-mimman ajaba bi-lisanihi fi I-mihnati wa-ra’a anna
l-tagiyyata tasa‘uhu.

1704-1724: wa-mimman tasallaba 1 l-mihnati wa-lam ya’khudh bi-1-
taqiyyati.

1724-174b: dhikru ma mtuhina bihi masa bnu mu‘awiyata 1-
sumadihiyyu wa-sahniinu bnu sa‘idin al-tantkhi.

1745-175 a: dhikru mid mtuhina bihi marwanu bnu abi shahma.

175a: dhikru man duriba min a’immati l-dini wa-khiyiri hadhihi
l-ummati min ahli madinati l-nabiyyi salla ldhu ‘alayhi wa-sallam.

175 b: wa-lladhina durib@i min ahli l-kiifa; wa-lladhina duribii min
ahli -basra; wa-lladhina duribt min ahli I-shimi wa-misr.

1754 ult.—17642: wa-lladhina durib@ min ahli l-yamani wa-ghayriha
min al-buldan.

1764: wa-lladhina duribii min ahli ifriqiyya.
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Fols. 1762 penult.—1775: wa-lladhina hubis@i min al-akabiri wa-ghayri-
him min al-salafi l-madi.
177b-1795: dhikru ma nazala bi-quditi bni talibin wa-hukkamihi fi
I-buldan.
1795-180a: dhikru man habasahu muhammadu bnu ‘umara 1-
marwa[z]iyyu wa-darabahu.
1804: dhikru man habasahu ishiqu bnu abi minhalin au darabahu.

Some of the folios of the MS. are confused: fol. 24 is continued
on fol. 4a; fol. 1034 is continued on fol. 1054, while fol. 1042
is continued from fol. 1054. Folio 1044 is continued on fol. 1064.

It is evident from the above list that Aba 1-‘Arab’s Mijan is
the most comprehensive compilation of this kind. It contains
reports about assassinations, murders, revolts, S57 rebellions,
Khargji activities, flogging of scholars and rehglous leaders by
unjust rulers, poisoning, persecutions of the pious by cruel
governors, etc. It is very rich in information, and may contribute
to a better understanding of the various nonconformist religio-
political movements during the first three centuries of Islam.
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