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NOTES ON AS-SULAMI AND THE CONTENTS AND PURPOSE
OF HIS ADAB AS-SUHBA

Abii ‘Abd ar-Rahman Muhammad ibn al-Husain as-Sulami (al-
Azdi an-Naysabiiri) was one of the outstanding personalities of the
Sufi movement in the 10th century. He was born in 941/330 (died in
1021/412) in the city of Naysabur. His family was a well-known Sufi
family, the most prominent figure of which was his grandfather,
Isma‘il ibn an-Nujayd !. It was he who taught the boy, as-Sulami,
the principles of Siifi doctrine, and it seems likely that it was his
influence which first drew him towards Sufism. The information we
have on the life of as-Sulami is very scanty and may be summed
up in a few words: We know that he used to travel a great deal.
He travelled from Naysabiir to Irak and to Hijaz, where he met Sufi
scholars, Since he brought with him the ideas and methods of thought
of the Sufi scholars of the East, this meeting brought about a suc-
cessful exchange of ideas, which proved very important.

More light is shed on the personality of as-Sulami in the manu-
script ? which was written, as it seems, by Murad ibn Yiisaf al-Hanafi
ad-Dawsi a3-Sadili (Brockelmann, Suppl. I, 779, Suppl. 1i, 927). This
manuscript contains a special treatise called: “Sams al-Afak fi dikr
al-ba‘d min manakib as-Sulami wa-min manakib abi ‘Ali ad-Dakkak”.
This risala or treatise states that as-Sulami learned much theology
and religious law in his youth and that he got a certificate of com-
petence (ijaza) to issue fatwas and to teach pupils. The author adds
that he received his Sufi training ffom Abii Sahl as-Su‘liki who also
gave him the “hirka” and invested him with the right to instruct
novices. As-Sulami was popular with his contemporaries as is proved
by the large number of his disciples, among whom were the famous
scholars al-Ku8ayri, al-Bayhaki and al-Hakim. Only his reputation
and the respect which he enjoyed among his contemporaries can
explain what is told of Ibn abi I-Hayr, that he was sent by his
teacher to as-Sulami in order to receive the hirka from him 3. The

1) Sulami also mentions his father when he quotes a saying of ad-Dinawari
(Talbis Iblis, p. 327); and see this book, p. 60.

2) in my possession.

3) Nicholson’s Studies in Isl. Mysticism, p. 14.



best and most convincing evidence, however, of as-Sulami’s signifi-
cance is provided by his numerous works and their great influence
on the following generations.

HIS WORKS

According to his biographers, Sulami wrote more than a hundred
different books and treatises, but most of them were lost. Brockel-
mann has 16 of them in his list4 It is worth mentioning that an-
Nawawi counts him among those who wrote books containing 40
hadits (arba‘tina hadit*")%. Another book of Sulami “al Mihan as-siifiya”,
is mentioned by Amedroz ®. A book entitled “Al-Makniin fi manakib
di n-Niin” was ascribed to as-Sulamij?,

The most important of his books is “Tabakat as-siifiyin” which
formed the basis of al-Ansari’s “Tabakat as-sﬁﬁza”, which, in its
turn, was the source of “Nafahat al-uns” of al-Gami8 Mez states
that as-Sulami’s work is the first compilation in hagiographical lite-
rature, and mentions that Abu I-Mahasin made use of it in his “an-
Nugiim az-zahira” % As-Sulami’s interpretation of the Kur’in (see
below) was mentioned by al-Gazzali, who praised it highly in his
“Ar-Risala al-ladunniya” °. Many of as-Sulami’s sayings were quoted
in ““Awarif al-ma‘arif’ of as-Suhrawardi, in “Ta’rih Bagdad” of al-
Hatib, in “Mu‘gam al-buldan” of Yakiit, in “Kitab a3-Sifa™ of Kadi
‘lyad. Complete paragraphs of this book “Adab as-suhba” were
quoted by al-*Abdari in his “Kitab al-Mudhal”, and there is hardly
need to add that al-KuSayri quotes him frequently and refers to him
many times in his “Risala”. It would be no exaggeration to say that
a big part of this “Risala” is based on the traditions and sayings
which he learned from as-Sulami.

AS-SULAMI AND ORTHODOXY

The Sufi world of the 10th century was torn by a struggle bet-
ween the extremist and the more orthodox elements. Al-Ku3ayri in

4) GAL, I, p. 200, S I, p. 361 and 955.

5) An-Nawawi: Arba‘ana haditsn, p. 3.

6) JRAS, 1912, p. 556. B

7) de Slane: Catalogue des manuscripts arabes de la Bibliothéque Nationale,
No. 2043.

8) GAL, I, p. 433. 9) Die Renaissance des Islam, p. 282.

10) Recueil de textes inedits, p. 85.



his “Risala” and al-Gazzali in his various works endeavoured to
bridge the gap and to smooth away the differences. We may sup-
pose that al-Ku3ayri, who expressed moderate views and who wished
to see Islam united, was chiefly influenced by his master as-Sulami,
The same influence is noticeable in al-Gazzali's works, especially in
“lhya ‘uliim ad-din”. We have clear evidence that Gazzili was impres-
sed by the works of as-Sulami. We also find a reliable report on
the conciliatory attitude of as-Sulami in the writings of Abu Nu‘aym
al-Isbahani'* who stresses as-Sulami’s faithfulness to orthodox Islam,
as made manifest by his great endeavour to base Sufism upon the
teaching of the scholars of the Hadit, of the scholars of the religious
law (fukaha). and especially upon the “sunna” of the Prophet. This
attitude of as-Sulami will be more comprehensible when we consider
the training in theology and religious law he received in his youth,
and his many-sided proficiency in the Hadit. In fact, he was mainly
known to many people as a student of tradition and compiler of
Hadit. As-Sam‘ini in his “Kitab al-Ansab”!'?, strongly emphasises
the fact that as-Sulami was an authority on Hadit. Likewise ad-
Dahabi in his “Mizan al-i‘tidal '3, al-Hafib in his “Ta’rih Bagdad” ¥,
as-Subki in his “Tabakat” !> — all stress the fact that he was a scholar
of Hadit. The tendency to base his doctrines on Hadit is apparent
in all his books, in which we find many hadits and many names
of scholars of Hadit from various geographical areas, which is easily
understandable in view of his travels. At the same time as-Sulami
showed a surprising knowledge of the Sufi traditions, of the tales
of the Sufi saints and of various Sufi schools. In the course of his
wanderings he faithfully served the Sufi sheikhs of Hurasian, whose
tenets he taught among their brethren in “Irak'®,

THE ALLEGED FORGERIES OF HADIT

A matter closely related to as-Sulami’s work in the field of Hadit is
the accusation levelled against him of forging Hadit. It was al-Kattan

11) Hilyat al-awliya® vol 2, p. 25.

12) p. 303 (b).

13) vol, 2, p. 368.

14) vol. 2, p. 248,

15) vol. 3, p. 60.

16) see ad-Dahabi, Tabakat al-Huffaz 13, 33, and compare Ibn Taymiya,
Magmu‘at ar-Rasa'il, vol. 2, p. 305. '



who made this accusation, which was cited by al-Hatib in “Ta’rih Bag-
dad”' and later repeated by the biographers of as-Sulami. Goldziher
also agrees with it and refers to it in his treatises'8. Abu 1-‘Ula “Afifi
considers this hypothesis to be a generally recognized fact!°. After a tho-
rough study of the problem one is more and more inclined to consider
it still unsolved. First, it should be remembered that many of the most
prominent personalities of Islam, such as Hasan al-Basri, were accused
of forging Hadits®. Then there is the fact that scholars were not
in the habit of treating seriously those hadits which were concerned
with good manners and morals, and did not trouble themselves to
examine their authenticity very thoroughly 2. In spite of this fact, as-
Sulami, whose hadits are concerned -with manners and morals, was
suspected of forgery. Having made a minute examination of the
hadits in our manuscript of “Adab as-suhba”, which is the subject of
the present discussion, and having found in the traditional hadits
many passages similar to almost everyone of them, I can state with
confidence that there is hardly any hadit cited by him, which did
not appear prior to as-Sulami’s time in one of the collections of
Hadit, the Adab literature or the Sufi writings. This proves that the
accusation of forgery, at least with respect to the book we are con-
sidering, is without foundation. Of course, there are in his works
many hadits transmitted by men unreliable according to Islamic tra-
dition, but it is certain that as-Sulami did not do more than inno-
cently repeat the hadits.

What then caused this accusation, or more clearly, what was it
in as-Sulami that evoked the anger of the orthodox traditional scho-
lars and impelled them to accuse him of forgery? It was appa-
rently his interpretation of the Kur’an, “Haka’ik at-Tafsir”’, which was
strongly resented by lbn al-Gawzi in his “Talbis Iblis” 22. More details
on as-Sulami’s “Haka’ik” have been given by Ebermann?* who cites
Bartels. The “Haka’ik” is the third Sufi interpretation of the Kur’an.

17) vol. 2, p. 248

18) Vorlesungeu, p, 192; Z. A, vol. 22, p. 317.

19) al-Malamatiya, p. 75.

20) see Ritter: Studien zur Geschichte der isl. Frommgkeit, in “Der Islam”, vol.
21, p.2; see Ahmed Zaki, Kitab al-Asnam, pp. 13-15 of Introduction.

21) comp. Muh. Stud., vol. II, p. 47 and 153,

22) pp. 174-176.

23) Islamica, vol. 4, p. 130,



It follows those of Sahl at-Tustari and al-Wasiti. The Sufi opinions
expressed in this interpretation are of the ‘Iraki and Naysabiiri schools.
Some paragraphs of this book are quoted by Ibn al-Gawzi. In his
fierce attack on as-Sulami, Ibn al-Gawzi plainly emphasises that as-
Sulami is the man who gathered the Sufi hadits and codified the
Sufi interpretation of the Kur®an. No wonder that he puts as-Sulami
on a level with Abii Nu‘aym al-KuS$ayri, Abu Talib al-Makki and al-
Gazzali, who were among those who laid the foundations of the
Sufi movement?¢, This is just the kind of accusation which we find
against as-Sulami in the treatises of Ibn Taymiya?. And it is curious
enough that this accusation continues to be repeated by the opponents
of the Sufi movement right up to recent times. The above-mentioned
manuscript of ad-Dawsi cites the opinion of Nasir ad-Din al-Bulkini
on the “Haka’ik at-Tafsir” who says that this book of as-Sulami con-
tains the most sublime ideas as well as the most unworthy ones?,
But the paragraphs cited by Ibn al-Gawzi prove that as-Sulami
appeared to be no more than a transmitter of Sufi hadits, repeating
the words of others, and show that his interpretation does not differ
whatsoever from the one chosen by at-Tustari. Like at-Tustari, as-
Sulami also made daring use of the method of “ta’wil”, and it is not
surprising that such an all-embracing interpretation enraged the or-
thodox scholars, who opposed him in this field and sought to reject
him completely.

THE BOOK ADAB AS-SUHBA: ITS STRUCTURE

The book begins with a short preface in which the author stresses
the moral character and qualities of the Prophet, which conform exactly
with the precepts of the Kur’an, and calls on his readers to follow the
Prophet and to imitate him in their deeds and in their relations with
other people. The preface is followed by a short passage in which
the principles of social behaviour (suhba wa-°‘i§ra) are explained in
a popular way. Each passage begins with a short heading, defining
the matter to be dealt with (e. g. one instance of good manners is
to forgive brethren their mistakes). The opening sentence of each
passage is followed by a hadit or an Aya from the Kur’an, or
a saying on which the author bases his statement. The author some-

24) pp. 174-176.
25) Magmu‘at ar-Rasa’il al-Kubra, vol. 2, p. 305.
26) ms, p. 62.



times quotes verses of poetry to support the truth of his views. The
sayings quoted are sayings of well known Sufis or other personalities,
whose opinion demands respect. In this way the author has collected
some 80 hadits, some hundred sayings of great personalities and
about 40 poetic quotations. At the end of the book there are two
special passages. The first one (p. A+) establishes the different
methods of making friends with all types of persons. Every type has
to be approached in a different way, and specific modes of behaviour
are prescribed. In the second passage (p. A¢) the author emphasises
that the methods of making friends apply not alone to the general
behaviour of man but to every single part of the body, the eye, the
ear, the tongue, the arms etc., all must aim at this goal of making
friends. ’

THE SOURCES OF THE BOOK

As | have already said above, hadits and sayings corresponding
to almost all those included in this book are to be found in the
miscellanies of Hadit, in Sufi and Adab literature. After a thorough
analysis of this book, the conclusion that emerges is that the book
forms a link between the Adab and Sufi literature and that it belongs
to the type of the early popular Sufi book in which the Sufi themes
were not greatly emphasised. In Gibb’s opinion the basis of the Arab
Adab literature were the works of moral preaching. An example of
this is to be fotthd in Ibn al-Mukaffa's “al-Adab al-Kabir” and “al-
Adab as-Sagir”’. Here the religious Muslim element hardly plays
any réle. Other early books of Adab literature, such as “‘Uyiin
al-Ahbar” and “Rawdat-al-‘Ukala™, contain many parables and wise
sayings by Indian and Persian kings, as well as maxims of Greek
philosophers #. It is characteristic that Christian literature dealing with
manners is written in so similar a way that the book of the Christian
Abu Zakariya Yahya ibn °“Adi, “Tahdib al-Ahlak”, was attributed to
al-Gahiz and to Muhyi ad-Din ibn al-‘Arabi. In the course of time
religious influence upon literature grew . Al-Wa33a’ already quotes
the Kur’an and the Hadit in describing his ideal of the Zarif. There
are many passages in the “al-Muwa83a” that correspond to passages
in our book. Both authors are concerned with the same subjects and

often treat them in identical ways, giving the same examples and proofs,

27) comp. Hitti: History of the Arabs, p. 401.
28) see Tor Andrae: Die Person Muhammeds, p. 310.



And it is even in the literature of Hadit where we find special
chapters concerned with the Prophet’s attitude towards his friends,
towards those around him and towards society in general. Those
hadits, whose chief aim was moral education and which describe
Muhammad as the ideal person, whom it is a sacred duty to imitate,
were quoted by the compilers of the Hadits and the authors of Sufi
literature. To these early hadits the Zuhhad and early Sufi authors
added hadits on the manners and behaviour of the Prophet wide-
spread in the circles of Zuhhad and Sufis. The dominating element
is Hadit; but wise sayings of kings, rulers, and chiefs, fragments of
poetry, maxims of philosophers and sages are also cited. Such are,
for instance, the books of lbn abi d-Dunyi and of Abu I-Layt as-
Samarkandi, which occupy an intermediate stage between the Hadit
and the Sufi literature.

As-Sulami’s book combines all these elements, We find in it many
hadits, many sayings of rulers and chiefs, maxims of philosophers
and sages, fragments of poetry, sayings of Zuhhad and Sufi sheikhs.
The parallels given in this book show a variety of sources upon
which as-Sulami relied and from which he drew. It is clear to the
reader that as-Sulami’s “Adab as-Suhba” is a compilation. As-Sulami
gathered his material from books of Adab, of Hadit, of poetry, from
books dealing with manners and behaviour which appeared in the
9th and 10th centuries (mentioned in Yakut's “Mu‘gam al-Udaba™ and
in Ibn an-Nadim’s Fihrist), and added sayings of Sufi sheikhs which
he heard on his journeys from the sheikhs themselves.

«“ADAB AS-SUHBA” AND THE SUFI BROTHERHOOD

The development of Sufism in the 9th century brought about a
living interest in Sufi education. Therefore, the authors of Sufi books
of exhortation focussed their interest on the famous sheikhs who
had trained many disciples, and on their attitude towards man and
life in general. However, in view of the sharp criticism to which
they were exposed, they also wanted to demonstrate the resemblance
between their doctrine and the Sunna, and to prove this they naturally
quoted hadits. IHadit became a part of this literature of Sufi education
and Sufi brotherhood.

The problem of the Uhuwwa and Suhba became the basic prob-
lem of Sufi society. This fact becomes quite clear to anyone who
reads the list of the authors who wrote books aon Adab as-Suhba

7



or Adab al-muridin. This list is to be found in the Fihrist, and some
additional names are mentioned by al-Hugwiri.

Although there is no originality in the basic subject matter of
as-Sulami’s book there is nevertheless an approach rather different
from that of most Sufi writers. The book does not use Sufi termi-
nology and is, therefore, clearly different from the corresponding
chapters in the outspoken Sufi “Kiit al-Kulub”. The relatively large
number of poems in Sulami’s book show its affinity with Adab lite-
rature. The construction of the book resembles the works of Ibn abi
d-Dunya. These features of Adab ag-Suhba made this book attractive.
It gained wide popularity . It is nonetheless a Sufi book, because
its aim is to outline manners, to fix the norms of a high moral Sufi
society, imbued with the love of the Prophet and with the ideal of
Sufi Brotherhood. This simple and attractive book was ideally suited
to the man in the street, and contributed to raise the level of moral
standards in Sufi society in particular and in Muslim society in
general.

29) A clear evidence of its popularity and importance in education bears
the book of Ibn al-Abbar (ed. Codera, Madrid 1886) where as-Sulami’s “Adab
as-Suhba” is very frequently mentioned as one of the works which were read

by the pupils of as-Sadafi.
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THE MANUSCRIPTS

MS. “#”, acquired in the bookshop of Sheikh T. Sanhuri at Jaffa,
contains 100 pp., 11 lines to the page, naskhi script, 22 x 16 cm.
Title on first page: “Kitab adab as-suhba”, without mention of
author. Colophon: Completed 19th Gumada 111257 H. by Muhammad
al-Haddad. Each chapter headed in red ink: “wa-min adabiha”, The
Ms. abounds in mistakes,

“.”: Sehid°Ali collection, Istanbul, No. 1114, pp. 53-84. I take
this opportunity to thank Prof. H. Ritter for kindly obtaining a pho-
tostat of this Ms. for me. Size: 14 x 10, 3 cm. Number of lines: 11-17,
Clear naskhi script. Title: “Kitab fihi adab as-suhba wa 1-“i3ra lil-
ihwan wa-gayrihim.” Author: Abii “Abd Allah (sic) “Abd ar-Rahman
(sic) b. al-Husayn b. Muhammad as-Sulami. The Ms. contains a num-
ber of additional passages, but omits the isnads.

Ms, “_.": Escorial No. 1789, pp. 62-89. Number of lines: 17. | am
grateful to Prof. H. Peri for kindly obtaining the microfilm for me.
The Ms. is carefully written in clear magribi script of the end of the
7th century of Higra. The isnads are given. 13 pages — corresponding
fo p. 65-87 of Ms. “g” are missing. Title: “Kitab adab as-suhba”,
the name of the author is mentioned. In the middle of the title page
there is a longish note giving the chain of authorities by whom the
text descended to the scribe, Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad ar-
Ru‘ayni, known as al-‘Adabbas:

la. Abu 1-Kasim -al-Kabtauri 1b. Aba Ishak al Gafiki
(d. 704 H.) (d. 716 H.)

2a. Abu I-“Abbas Ahmad b. Muh. 2b. Abii “Abd Allah Muh. b.°Abd
b. Hasan b. al-Gammaz al- ar-Rahman-b. Ibrahim b...

Hazragi (d. 690 H.)
3a. Abii “Abd Allah Muh. b. Ibrahim
b. Rubil al-Ansari (d. 693 H.)

4. Abu I-Hattab b. Wagib
5. Abii Bakr b. Abi Laila (d. 566 H.) — Abui “Abd Allah b. Sa‘ada
6. Abu “Ali Husayn b. Muh. as-Sadafi
7. Abi Bakr Mub. b. Ahmad b. “Abd al-Baki ad-Dakkak
(d. 487 H.)



8. Abu I-Fath ‘Abd al-Gabbar b. “Abd Allah b. Ibrahim
b. Barza al-Ardastani
9. Abii “‘Abd ar-Rahman as-Sulami )
Ru‘ayni has marked the variations of Gafiki by “¢”, of Kabtauri by
“3”. At the bottom of the title page are two verses by al-Farra and
two verses by Sa‘id b. Ya‘kiib.

At top of the first page: “Kila a§-Sayh Abii “‘Abd ar-Rahman
Muh. b. al-Husayn”. In the colophon the copyist states that he che-
cked the Ms. again, and repeats that the two mentioned Sayhs
(Kabtauri and al-Gafiki) handed down to him the book “Adab as-
suhba.”

10
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